Make Magnetic Sunspots
You need:
- 1 small board with a sunspot picture
- 1 clear sheet
- sealing strip
- a small spoon of iron filings
- duct tape
- 3 magnets
- scissors
Let’s start:
Keep the magnets in a safe place until you made the frame. They mustn‘t
touch the iron filings. It is very difficult to take iron filings off the magnets.
Magnets with iron filings will scratch the clear sheet.
1. Stick a piece of sealing strip on each edge
of the board on the picture. Turn it upside
down.
2. Stick a piece of duct tape on each side of
the board. A bit more than half of the tape
should stick out. Turn the board back again.
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3. Put a small spoon of iron filings on the
picture.
Carefully place the clear sheet over the
frame.
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4. Ask someone to help by slightly pressing on
the clear sheet.
Close the frame by shut taping it side after
side.
Done!
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Homemade
sunspots!

Now you can experiment making sunspots
using the magnets.
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Notes for the activity guide: materials
If you don’t have all materials at hand – try others. However, it is
advisable to test them before working with the kids (talking from
experience …). Let me know what worked for you.
- 1 small board with a sunspot picture > mines are 12x12cm
"I provide several pictures to choose from – an occasion for kinds
to observe and compare real data. Download some pictures from
www.fingertip.ch download. Find more on the internet.
- 1 clear sheet the same size
Acrylic sheet is good but expensive. I use pet sheets that is
cheaper and can be cut a bit more easily. Overhead transparencies
and laminating pouches also work but are a bit less sturdy.
- sealing strip
If you don’t have sealing strip use card board, wooden strips or
something that creates a distance between the picture and the
clear sheet of about 3mm.
- a small spoon of iron filings
I buy the fine iron powder at my local magnet shop. As for the
quantity in the frame – less works better.
- duct tape
Should be 2–3 cm broad.
- 3 magnets
I use 3 small neodymium magnets of different sizes from my local
magnet store.
- scissors
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